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LETTER 


TO A 


Memwzer of Partiament, wc 


We, HE Inquiry you Honoutable Houſe 

= has made of late intothe Corruption of 
=> ſome of its Members, and the Marks 
DW Lb: of Infamy you have put upon them, 
FRE docs give a general Satisfation here 


1n the Country. The hopes which your late Yotes 


have rais'd in all Good men, to- ſee at laſt a ftop 
put to the crying Oppreſſion of ſome in Places of 
Truſt /and Profit, 'do in forme little meaſure make 
amends for the diſmal Proſpe& the Death of onr 
Incomparable Queen had occaſion'd. If once the 
Blootfuckers of the Nation be fearch'd for, in order 
co 'condign Puniſhment, there is nothing in their 


Power that the People of England will got chear- 
B fully 
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fully do to ſupport His Majeſties Government, and 
carry on the preſent War; And ts chiefly from 
their Reprefentatives in Paftiament that they expect 
ſuch a Search and Inquiry, 

You have already vindicated the Honour of 
your I1yſtrious Body ,. in lending, one of your. Mem- 
bers to the Tower is taking a Bribe, and in finding 
another of them, for taking a Gratuity , guilty of a 
high Crime and FMiſdemeanour , and then afterwards 
expelling him for ſo doing. © -By theſe Yotes you have 
conferr'd art Inimortality 'uport two Gentlemen , 
that might have been otherwiſe loſt in Hiſtory. 
And while the Archives of this Parliament comimue 
ta being, 'theis Names will be perpetuared to after- 


 Ir's true, ir will look but with an iſt Grace be- 

ond Sea, to hear of one of the Members of the Engliſh 
| ſent to the Tower for Bribery: So great 
a Name for the nioft incortupred Body of Mein in 
all Chriſtendom has the' Houſe of Commons of Eng- 
land ever born. But when they. come to: know 
what, a Poſt this 'Man was in, and what yearly k- 
comes belong'd honeſtly to his Place, even more 
than what ſome that take Rank among Princes are 

oll:(s'd of in other Countries; Nothing bur the 

igheft Relentments of that Hononrable Houle 
againſt him cart attone for the Reproach he has 
brought 


Member of: Parkament. 13 
brought upon the Nation by ſo mean, and dicty a 
Crime. 

Ne vel Marcus became a Proverb among the Ro» 
mans in the Declenſion of that Empire ; intimating, 
that the Corruptions, the Vices, and Diviſions of 
the ſubſequent Ages were come to that height , 
that even the Reign of a Marcus Antoninus would 
not be capable to reform or reſtore debauch'd and 
finking Rome. That Excellent Perſon , who gave 
riſe to the Proverb, was reputed the beſt of Phi- 
loſophers, the beſt of Princes, and the beſt of Men. 
By his admirable Condu@ and Example, he pur 
a ſtop for a while both to. the Vices of the Age, 
and to the Inundation of Miſery that then threatad, 
and afterwards overwhelm'd the Roman State, Yet 
all his Vertve, and all his $kill in the Arts of War 
and Politicks,could do no more bur prop up,duting 
his own time, a ſhatter'd Fabrick, and a rotcering 
Empire. Rome was rotten at the heart, and chere 
was not Virtue enough lefc to'carry through the 
Glorious Reformation, and noble. Deſigns which. had 
been ſo happily begun by Atonizus. The preceding 
Reigns had utterly deprav'd the Roman Genius, 
And ſo far were they from imitating thoſe Actions 
of their Anceſtors that had fill'd three Parts of the 
Globe with their Fame, thar they were then bechme 
willing to forget quite that they had been once Ma- 


Rers of the World. B 2 Anto- 
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Antoninus did: all that 'Man could do, both in.the 
Arts of Peace and War, He not only deliver'd 
Rome from foreign Invaſions that threatn'd the very 
Center of the Empire ; bur carri'd his Arms in Per- 
lon beyond its uſual Bowidaries, both. on the Eaſt 
and Weſt, and brought under his Dominion ſeve- 
ral Nations that had never before ſubmitted. their 
Necks to the Roman Yoke. At home he reſtor'd 
the Roman Senate (or' Parliament) to. its Ancient 
Rights, which had been invaded by ſome of his 
Predeceſſors: And by his own Example did: all 
that was poſſible to bring Virtue into requeſt. But 


alas! All his Efforts were in vain, Rome was be- 


come the Sink of Vice and Corruption ;z and, even 
Antoninus was not ſufficient to Reform the Age ! 
Yet Heaven was pleas'd by his Means, and for 
a Reward to. his Virtue, to put a ſtop for a con- 
fiderable time to the Fate of his Country : But 
not long after he was gone,. the Divine Vengeance 
refus'd to be atton'd, and that proud City that had 
iven. Law to: Mankind for a great many Ages, 
fell ar laſt a Prey to Barbarous Nations, whoſe Re- 
ligion, Language, and Cuſtoms they did not un- 
-derſtand, and ſome of whoſe Names they had ne- 

ver heard of. 
. I pray God, Sir, there may be no ground for a 
Parallel betwixt Rome at that. time, and England 
now. 


Meniber of Parliament . 
now. T would 'fain hope that 'it may be in the 
Power of a Prince that poſlefles all the good Quali- 
ties of Antoninus , to retrieve England from the 
Fate it deſerves. And yet you'll agree with me, 
Thar in moſt kinds of Vice we exceed Rome it (elf, 
even in its moſt degenerated Times. 

[ confeſs there are ſome Vices, that inſtead of 
bringing Ruin to a Countrey, may help ſometimes, 
by Accident, to raiſe it to a higher Pitch of Glory. 
Such are Ambition, Emulation, and Thirſt after Dominion. 
Theſe were the Darling Vices of the Ancient R9- 
mans , and the Muſtrious Crim:s by which , from- a 
Beggarly Village, they roſe to the Univerſal 
Monarchy. There are others that natural- 
ly tend to the Deſtruftion of a State, ſuch as Cove- 
touſneſs, Corruption, and preferring Private Intereſts to 
that of the Publick. Theſe laſt were ſeldom or ne- 
ver heard of in the firſt and beſt Ages of the Ro- 
man Empire. The Genius of Rome mov'd in a high- 
er Orb : Glory and Renown were the Deities they 
ador'd ; nor could the Roman Eagle ſtoop to ſolow a 
Quarry as that of Gold. 


- Time was, My Friend, when Cincinnatus was : 
brought from the Plow, to take upon him the Sus 
preme Command ; and when he had fav'd his Coun- 


crey, he return'd to his Plow again. His whole 
Eſtate, . 


EN CASES 
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ERate, whea he cametabe DiJutor; was but Seven 
Acres of Ground ; and ſo far was he from purchaſing 
more, that he {old Three of them to pay what he 
had fallea ſhort of in his Publick Accounts, There 
was a time, when a Paulus Emilius in his Triumph 
over Perſeus, carried up with him to the Capitol the 
Incftimable Spoils of the Kingdom of Macedon, 
which the Kings of that Countrey had been heap. 


"10g up for ſome Hundreds of. Years. . Of all char 


valt Amals of Treaſure the Noble Conqu:ror kepr 
nothing to himſelf; and when he cameto dye, all 
he lefe behind him was not ſufficient to make a 
tolerable Maintenance for his Wife. 4 Glorious 
Poverty, and a Renown'd Want ! IF 

That Iaimitable Patern of Magnanimity and 
Love to his Countrey, 4ttilus Regulus, after he had 
deſtroy'd the Riches of Carthage by the Succeſs of 
many'Batrels, being in 4frick he came to underſtand 
that the Senate had continued his Command for a 
Year longer : Whereupon he writes a very earneſt 
-and ſubmiſſive Letter to the Conſuls, telling them, 
That the Bailiff of his little Farm m the Countrey was dead, 
and that one he had bird ſince, was run away with the 
Utenſils of bis Fusbandry ; and therefore deſires Leave 
to come home, leſt bis Land lying untill'd, bis Wife and 
Children ſhould want Bread, 


What 


Member of Parliantent. W-"" 
- What need | to inftance mort! of this kind ? The 
Greek and Rome Story are full of them, Bur per- 
haps you may ſay; Theſe men had no opportuni+ 
cies to be-Rich, and therefore ic was againlt their 
wills'they dy'd ſo Poor, No, Sir, but on the con- 
trary, all chefe-I have nanw'd. wanted no opportuni- 
ties to cfhrich themfelves if they had pleas'd : Not 
only vaſt Sumis of the Publick Money paſt through 
their hands, but immenſe Riches of Conquer'd Pro- 
virices; Theſe Men fought for their Conntrey, for 
Liberty, for Glory, and fcorn'd to Rtoop to any 
other Recompence, but the Praiſe and Satisfaftion of 
their having done well, | 
Bur perhaps you may yer tell me, Thoy were 
Fools in all this, Be ito, as the world goes now: 
But ler me rej} you, It was by fuch Follies as! theſe, 
rhat Rome not only conquer'd Countries, but Hearts 
r00;- aud together with cheir Arms did propagate 
Morality , Civility, Arts and Sciences, among the 
Numberleſs People they ſubdued, 
- If your ack me, How came it to paſs then, that 
notwichſtanding all: thefe Sublime Virtues of the- 
Ancient Romans, Rome became ar length a Prey, 
firſt eo its Fellow-Citizens, and afterwards to Fo- 
reigts Nations ? I anfwer, It was Corruption that oc- 
cahow'd this Wonderful and-Difmal Change.” When 
Virtue and Metic catitled Men ro Employments in 


the 
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the Commonwealth,, Rome was Great and Happy 
but after that Money came inte the:Scale, ſuch-men 
came- into Places as became both the-Bane and-the 
Shame of the Rc man State, What was it that brought 
the Grecian Governments, ſo-much celebrated in An- 
cient Hiftory, to ruin * Was it not Corruption 2 Philip 
of Macedon made his Advantage of it : He Bought 
more Cities than he Conquer'd ; -and bragg'd that 
there was none fo ſtrong; but an Aſs laden with 
Gotd might enter into ic. What was it that made 
Carthage, the once Rival of Rome, to become a 
Heap of Rubbiſh? Was it not Corruption > The Brave 
Hannibal found it a harder Task. to ſtruggle with 
the Corrupted Faftion of Hanno as-Home, than; to 
wage War againſt the Romans Abroad ; and the 
once flouriſhing Carthagenian Commonwealth became 
firſt a Prey to the Avarice of its own Citizens, be- 
fore ſhe was forc'd to ſubmit her ſelf to the Con- 
quering Sword of Scipio, | | 
Yer, Sir, give me leave to do both the Romans, 
Greeks, and Carthagenians, the Juſtice, as to-acquit 
them of one kind of Corraption. that's to be found 
in the Age we now live in; | cannot call co mind, 
that ever they enrich'd themſelves with the Money 
that was deſtin'd for the Safety of their. Countrey ; 
nor can you give any Infſtanteiof one/ of them that 
fill'd his own Coffers: with what was given by the 
People 
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People for Miintenante of their Armies in Times of Im> 
minent hazard of their State. Eyven'in the molt de- 
generated Ages of the World ,” it was accounted 
Sacriledge to divert to any private uſe the Mon 
that was ſet apart for ſo great an End, Among al 
Nations, ſuch Money was held equally Sacred with 
that appointed for the Service of their Gods; and 
to purloin the leaſt Farthing from either the one or 
the other was ever branded with the blackeft'mark 
of Infamy. o) Yea Pf 
If ever there was a time when a Crime of this 
Nature admitted of the higheſt Aggravations, now 
is the time. It's now, that England has its M0 at 
Stake, and upon the Succeſs of this War depends 
not only its own, but the Fate of Chriſtendom.” We 
fight not now for Glory, Dominion, ' or a point of 
Honour, but for Liberty, for Religion, for our Laws, 
our Properties, and in a word, for all-we can wiſh for 
to make us Eaſy and Happy. Our Fleets and Armies 
carry with them-the Fortunes of Three Kirigdoms, 
and the meaneſt Soldier and'Scamnin in'the King's 
Service has intruſted to hit ſome ſhare of this\miohty 
Stock. "The Money -rais'd-at this time by A& of 
Parliament, is the Money of the Nation. © Every 
one: bears a ſhure init, *and{eyery/one'expetts too, 
that"irſhotld be appli'd'for the Publick Safety; nce 
it's ſo nobly given for deftayinng the Charge of the moſt 
C neceſſary, 


ry nts TY EA006 


ark. rm the, of? 7 vie War aha es 
ent ta ten 
It's, far Ge on 2 his, A all Motions, a 


vooFaren ; On, Chysſtian hang 4bought i .no- Sin-te 
ule of rhe \Hrenſels of rhe Churches andy; Feni- 


fles,..4nd of the Sacred Trea/wres they or their ark 
ceftors. had dedicated [9 the Service of the go 


- they;adorid., Mu}. 45; not then be a Scriledae. " 
the deepel} dice 159! fob theſe our Armies or Fleets 


of any part (tho never fo ſmall ) of the Money 
appointed, for them;z when:t@ borrow - from the 
iter to. pay them. would be none'? It's true, and 
thanks to Heaven: ;or its WE are” under no. ſuch 
hardſhip aripreſent, 29d there is ground enough 
- hope. we may bring this War t6 a happy. periad, 
beipg put to-any ſuch! neceſſitons Shifts to 
fem he; Charge,.ob ix; Bu. "ſtill cheſe Bloods 
woers of. the:Nation chat ; defraud, gur, Soldiers or 
Seamen ;of .neyer.ſo;litcle of their. Due, are as guil- 
ty-A8-bþ, we! were jacualy redue'd, $0-kach an E-xtre- 
mity; BL baye. now-anentiog'd;. 2 #7 - 1; 
e3' I rhey exetyogat fotiauriSckes emgerſe zbeic 
Lives 404 thouſand dangers, \apd ;look' Death in 
;Face ina; ,dwyſand, variens Shapes ,- while! in: 
time: we, $9j9ya:poifert Faſt and-Quiet. - 
at Horge?:Apd /yen thallthere be fqund- amongſt: 
Us, a0Y; we that at one: _ Bribe date fileh : as 


PE much 
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much of. their Money, as would maintabn at Full Pay 
nedr three buydred Soldiers for ar Month? ffi which cafe 
ic's hard fora Mah'that loves his Connery, not to 
wiſh 'an Anathema-to the Giver, and much more one 
to the Receiver, | | 

My Neighbours here in che C6antry plague me 
with a thouſand Queſtions about Mr. G----, Some- 
times they ask me, What greac things this Gentle- 
man hath done for his Country , that he deferves 
fo profitable a place? They expect 1 ſhould fac- 
quaint them witch ſome fignat Oppoſicion: he had 
made to the violent Coutſes of the laſt Reigns; - or 
of ſome great Loſles he-fuſtain'd by them: 
will needs be inquiring/aboue His Behaviour, ' wi 
relation'to the late Revolunow, and: what  wonder- 
ful Atchievements he has done for the (ſupport of 
the prefent Goyernment'?? But,” I,, not having the 
honour to be:known ' to 'the Gentleman,” am not 
able to anſwer to all theſe Queſtions, and therefore 
I muſt intreat you, who poſlibly know him, to re- 
folye'them for me. ; EE] 

Tho'this be no laughing matcer, yet I cannor 
omit to tell'you- a pretty cidicuteus Paſſage that fell 
out here t'other day. Mr. G. and Sir }..T. being 
the Subject of the-Diſcourſe, as they ſeldom fail ro 
be bf late, am hohelt Neighbour of mine, but none 
of the' greareſt Policicians, you may eaſily gueſs, 


would needs out of pure good Nature extenuate 
C 2 Mr. 
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Mr. G's fault;-by: ſaying, That perhaps he: bada 
numerous Family, and might 'be \rerpred to. take 
200 Guineag to” put off ſome Danghter , who- ic 
may be lay upon his hands for want of a Porijon, 
After a mighty Debate among our Country Scate(- 
men , it was refoly'd by a Vote of the Board, 
that no other Circumſtance but this mention'd by 
my Neighbour could in any way extenuate the 
Bribery, | 

1 hapn'd to come in at the end of this wiſe De- 
bate, and found that skipping from one thing to 
another,” the Company came art Jaſt to run down 
their Comrade, for imagining that 200. Guineas 
was a competent Portion for a Daughter of Mr. 
G's. To bring off my Fiiend, tho at the expence 
of a piece of Hiſtory, I was forc'd to tell them, 
That even in the time of the height: of the Ro» 
man Empire, ſuch a Sum of Money would have 
been eſteem'd a very conſiderable Portion for 
the Nobleſt and Greateſt Senators of Rome to 
give with a Daughter: And that, the, Daugh- 
ter of the Immortal Scipio | Affricenus (a Man not 
much inferior to Mr. G. ) was ſaid to haye had 
a conſiderable Portion given her by the Senate 
(for her Father had nothing to give her, tho 
Maſter of the Spoils of Carthage) = it amount- 


ed but to Two thouſand pieces of Braſs Money) which 
comes 
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comes far ſhort of Two hundred Guineas of -ours. 
- But to leaves this ridicutous Digreflion ; it your 
Illuſtrious Body has done themlelves Juſtice in 
their Vote againſt Mr. G. they had done much 
more ſo in thoſe againſt the late Speaker : And no- 
thing can gain them greater Reputation abroad , 
than to hear of one in ſo high a Poſt, not only 
expell'd the Chair, but the Houſe, for taking a Gras 
tuity after the paſſing an AF of Parliament. If it had 
been voted a Bribe, every body would have ex- 
pected to have leen him expell'd ; but to run up 
his pnaiſhment fo high for a Gratuity only, and 
for a Gratuicy given after the A was paſt, is on- 
ly worthy of that nice Honour that has been ever ſo 
conſpicuous in an Engliſh Heuſe of Commons, By this 
noble and juſt Procedure of yours, it will be made 
known to future Ages, that that which Cuſtom 
may render allowable in other Men, and in other 
Stations, is yet 4 high Crime and Miſdemeanor in any 
one that ſhall have the Honour to fit within theſe 
Walls. 

We are told by the Rabbins, That none were 
admicted into the Great Council of the Jewiſh Nation, 
who had the leaſt Stain upon his Reputation or 
Honour ; nor were they allowed even to ask a juſt 
Debt of a Man while his Suit depended before them , 
left ic ſhould be thought he paid it out of fear. As 


the 
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\the Room where they ſat was open above, to,put 
them 1a mind of that All-ſceing Being that look'd 
down upon them from his Emperean Throne in fo 
ſolemn an Occaſion ; ſo they were not ſo -much 
as to. touch Money upon any account whatſoever 
that Morning they met, and were to waſh their 
Hands at the Door as they enter d. And all this to 
intimate that Superlative Purity, which became. the 
Members of ſo Sacred-an Aſlembly. 

. If you had voted your, late Speaker's Fault to 
have been Bribery, and upon that had expell'd him, 
you had not done your ſelves ſo tranſcendant a 
piece of Juſtice, nor given Mankind fo clear and 
illuſtrious an Idea: of your untainted Probity, and: 
that impartial Concern you have for the Country you | 
repreſent. But in infliting ſuch a publick Mark 
of yaur-Diſpleaſure upon him for a Faulc of a ſofter 
Name, ,yau have rais'd/ to your ſelves laſting Mo- 
naments in the Hearts and. Aﬀe&tions of all Good 
men, and have left to Pofterity the exatt Standard of. 
what ſort of Man, a Member of the Engliſh Sanbedrim 
ought to be. 

But-when all is done ,- what a juſt Indignation 
muft ic raiſe jn every one that loves his Country, 
to ſee it poſſible for Corruption ſo far to. enter.into 
that Chair, as.to take Money for an, Ac of: Parlia- 
ment, This 1s a monſtrous Produttion in Nature, 

unknown 
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unknown to the Ages paſt, and only to be f&und 
in this. To rake a Gratnity for an Att of Patliz- 
ment is { enough, bur cto-rake one for an AR* ih 
favour of Poor Orphans , for an At in which, nor 
only the Honour of the Nation , but'che Subſ: 
ftance of ſome hundreds of People of good Faſhion 
and Quality , that wanted Bread and maſt have ſtarv'd 
without it ; to take a Gratuity for ſuch an At, is 2 
thing ſcarce to be parallell'd. This was toRob the 
Poor with a witnels. A Crime which weſee every 
day!, the Wretches that Pad upon the Hyhway dit- 
dain ro commit. 

The Porr had'reafon toexclaim againſt the Sarre:l 
Hunger of Gold in the times he liv'd in; bur had he 
livd in ours, he had had mach mare reaſon to do 
fo. There are ſome Men now-a days that behave 
themſelves in this Government, as hoy thowght 
themfelves m an Enemies Country, Theirmanner of 
taking Money looks like the Sacking of a Conquer'd 
Town; for whatever comes in their way is with 
them fair Plunder. If a. Stranger were to come©in 
ariongft us, and'obſerve thoſe People's Actions, 
he: ſhonld take the: Nation to be'*4por the point- 
of breaking, and ſome -Men for Bankrupts, rea- 
dy to carry oft. what they can of the. Publick- 
rock... + | | 


The- 
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The Impoſtor Warbeck cither was, or feign'd to 
be more tender of his Native Country, than theſe 
Gentlemen are. When with the Afiſtance of a 
Neighbouring King, he came into England to yin- 
dicate his pretended Right to the Crown, he ex- 
preſs'd with Tears in his Eyes, the concern he had 
for the Havock his Army made in the Northern 
Counties, and wiſh'd he had rather never been born, 
than to be the occaſion of ſo much Spoil, tho in a 
juſt Cauſe. If he was not fincere in his Grief, it 
was true Policy in him to appear ſo. And the wiſeſt 
of Kings took a right way to find out the true Mo- 
ther of the Child, . by putting her natural Aﬀecion 
upon the ſevereſt Trial. 

I would ask you a Queſtion, Whether you think 
theſe Men that take Money with both hands from 
their own Country-mea , might not be tempted 
to take the ſame from the Enemies of it? For my 
part, if I were to follow that Trade, I ſhould ra- 
ther deal with a French, than with an Engliſh Cu- 
ſtomer; And ic ſeems to me more generous in it 
ſelf, and leſs hurtful co my Country, to eaſe the 
French Monarch, of ſome of his ſuperfluous Caſh , 
than to rob my Neighbours here at home of any 
part of theirs. 

But perhaps you'll tell me, theſe Gentlemen are 
true to the preſent Government , and can” never be 

tempted 
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tempeed, into another Intereſt,» No' thanks to ther 
for the firſt, for they gain by ic: And'as to'the 
ſecond, I can ſcarce believe bur its rather for want 
of being able to becter their Condition , than for 
any Principle or hearty AﬀeCtion: to ours. Fort 
is natural enough; to conclude, Fhat he who can 
be bought with Money, will yield himſelf to him 
that bids moſt, 

If theſe Men inſtead of pilfering at Home, could 
find a way to take Money from our Enemies, in 
the manner, and with the deſign, that it's ſaid, a 
late Miniſter of France took that of a Neighbour-- 
ing State, I ſhould heartily forgive them. The 
Story goes thus, Monſieur Colbert acquainted his 
Maſter with an offer had been made him of a'con- 
fiderable Penſion from a Foreign Miniſter, if he- 
would ingage to give him notice from time to 
time, of the French Deligns. The King not only 
allow'd, but commanded him to accept of it, lay- 
ing down at the ſame time a Scheme how the [n- 
relligence to be given, ſhould. keep up Colbert's 
Credic with that Foreign Miniſter , but withal 
ſhould be of Advantage to the French King. 
Thus the one bad his Penſion, and the other was egregis 
ouſly cheated both out of bis Money and Intelligence,” A 
nice kind of Counter-plot, and to be incrufted with 


none but thole, whole Fidelicy a Prince bas as much 
D reaſon 


8 dolor n m6 to's 
reaſon. to, be-afſurid of; 2vthe French King'of Mon- 
fieyr- Colbert's. 

But- alas!' my Friend, when. once the love of 
Maney gets the-Aſccndant, all other Paſfionsand In- 
terefts muſt ſtaops to ics Sway: : And Gold! with a 
Man -of-that Temperwill prove rao heavy, ' the his 
Cownry.and bis Religion. were laid: together in» the Scale. 
It was a ſevere Exclamation of Jugurtha, ' when be- 
ing {eld.and-betrayid,' ro Salle, he was brought 
within, view-of: Rome. 01: wbtm venalem (fays he) 
W& quandgque: perituram fi baberet emptorem. O' Mere 
cenary; Town-! thatone time: or another -nwſt" needs periſh, 
ih4Wer it chance to-meet with a Buyer. A ſaying that 
will be-true:to the end of the- World! of all 'Na- 
tions. where. Corruption and! Bribery get once foot- 
ing. 
in Speaker. was certainty a Gentleman, 
whoſe- great- Parts and Abilities, ficly qualified 
him for. the Chair. If I had been worthy to fit: in 
that Houſe, | know-not bur from a miſtaken Zeal 
for its Honour, 1 might have err'd upon the other 
fide, and: determin'd. my Vote by a remarkable- 
Preſident in Roman Hiſtory, which poſſibly I might 
be. fool enough to apply to his Caſe. A Pro-conſul 
of. Aſia, being+accusd before the Senate, for ta- 
king, from the People of /his Province a Preſent of 

fine: Horſes, rich Tapiſtry Hangings, and other 
| Houſhold 
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Houſhold Furnicaxe of great Value : His Plea was, 
That they were given. him anask'd. His Accuſers 
infiſted upon the great Danger there was, of his 
being induc'd .by.theſe. Gifts :to- pervert Jultice in 
favour of the Givers, Upon a full hearing be ws 
acquitted, and the reaſon which the Senate gave for 
it, Was, That it was not to'be fo 1uch as ſuppos'd, 
that -a Preſent, could poſſibly corrupt a Proconſut of 
Rome. Buc the World, you'll ſay, is mch chang'd 
{fiace that time, and we are not Romans. 

But for all this, No People puniſh'd Bribery 
more ſeverely. than..they did , of which I fhall 
give you bur. one remarkable Inſtance. Julins 
Syllanis, the Pretor, was accus'd for Bribery, and 
the Senate appointed '& day to hear the Com: 

init | His. Father, the Fambus Mankzs begp'd 
of the Senate, - that-che Caule might be referr'd'ro 
him, which was grarifed. Upon heating borh 
Parties, -he found his Son guilty, and condemn'd him t0 
loſe his Fisad.,, Not only 10 $1 bit be 7ifas'tl re- uſ/ift 
at this Funeral , and the. day of»his Executiony hb 
gave Accels at home to every Hody that had Buſi- 
neſs with him, So juſt > Horror, and fo noble4n 
Indignatipa' had Maniry for: his /Son's:Qrime,  thar' 
paternal Aﬀection, the: [ofr6ſt iof Paſſwns; rooknu 
place; where he thokght the Honour and Juſlice:of 


his Country was concern. d. 17142 
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_ - I's a' trie Rematk of | the +Duke 'of Rohans", 
That the Repute of Jaſtice and Integrity does oftentimes 
contribute more to the Support of a State in difficult times, 
than either their Arms or Military Skill can. It was that 
which buoy'd up thar little Government*of Spar- 
ta, againſt all ics Neighbours much more power- 
ful than themſelves, during the Succeſſion ot ſome 
hundreds of Years. But when' onee they came 
to degenerate: from their Ancient Virtue, all the 
Spartan Valour fo much fam'd in Hiſtory, was not 
able to fave them from Ruin ; tho as Thucidides 
obſerves, They were as good Soldiers then as at any time 
before. Tee «418 
It's in vain then for our King to have rais'd the 
Reputation of England in point of War to'a greater 
height than it has been ſince the beginning of this 
Century ; or to have acquird to Hs'a large Room 
in the Aﬀairs and Counfels-of' our Neigbouring 
Kingdoms and States, which we either never had, 
or. utterly:loſt. It's in vain for him to expoſe! his 
Perſon in: Battel for:our Sakes, 'or for Us to: have 
the Glory to ſee a King of England at the' Head 'of 
a Mighty:Army on the Continent, which has not 
happen'd inJany of the' Seven Reigns before him. 
In vain are wenow Mafters 'not only of the Ocean, 
but of a Sea-we never pretended to: Or that by 
the Example and Conduct of a aha" 
: the 
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the Engliſh Courage has regain'd its Ancient Re- 
putation both at Sea and Land, Ic's in vain we 
are reſtor'd to our Laws and Liberties, or that 
we feel none of- theſe Miſeries that other Nations 
lie under. It's in vain (I fay) all this, as long 
as Virtue, Probity, and Love to our Country are 
wanting, and we by our Corruption and like in- 
glorious Praftices, weaken the Foundations of 
our Happineſs. The King will reap Immortal 
Praiſe for all his Toil: But of Us it ſhall be 
ſaid by way of Reproach to after Ages, That 
fach a Nation might. have been Happy , but they would 
not. 

The World was once bleſt with an Epaminondas, 
that by his Military Virtue rais'd a People far ſhorr 
of Hs in extent of Dominion'or Riches, to a high 
pitch of Glory : But this Glory of theirs was' of 
a ſhort continuance. ' While that Illuftrious Ge- 
. neral govern'd the Theban State , Thebes was both 
the envy'and terror of Grette ; Vidtory attended 
their Arms, and Succeſs their” Counſfels. *No 
 Tooner was he gone, but all their Lanrels wi- 
ther'd, and they became a Prey to their Neigh- 
'bours : Nor was he able with all his Virtne'toen- 
'tail- Happineſs upon” a degenerated' People: any 
longer than” his own Life, The Thebans were 


Thebans ill ; and the bright Example that Epami- 
"7 nondas 
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 nondgs had ſet them, and the glorious Actions he 
| had done, ferv'd only to render their ſubſequenc 
fall the more conſpicuous, and the leſs pitted. 
When . Corruption comes once to over-run a 
Nation, Virtue its ſelf becomes a Crime, and he 
that's guiltieſt, is ſure to fare belt. 4t's a known 
Story to this purpole of the Spaniard writing to 
his Friend, a /ie-Roy of Mexico, You are bere ac- 
cus'd (lays he) of cheating the King of ſome Millions 
of Money in your Government. All 1 can fay, #s, if 
it be true, you are ſafe ; if otherwiſe , you are undone. 
It was ſaid of Cato, Fie as too good for the Age 
be liv'd in. And Solomon wiſely foreſaw the dan- 
ger that attends a Rigid Virtue in degenerated 
times : Be not over-righteous ( ſays he); for why 
ſhouldſt thou dye before thy time ? In a vicious and 
corrupted Age, it were happy. for a virtuous 
Man to be loſt in the Croud., If he comes to 
be known, he runs the hazard of being undone. 
His Innocence is to other Men a tacit Reproach of 
their Crimes , and, tho in ſpite of themſelves they 
cannot reſtrain from paying in their thoughts 2 ſe- 
cret Homage to his-Virtue, yet at the ſame time 
they mult needs hate him. in their Hearcs, 4 bard 
Fate, you'll ſay, for being good! But hard thoir be, 
let you and I endeavour to deſerve it. 


Ppicurns 
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Epicurus , you know , plac'd Happineſs in that 
Pleaſure and Delight which ariſes from a conſtant courſe 
of Vertuows Aftions. All other Pleaſures were un- 
worthy of that Excellent Man, whatever has been 
ſince ſaid co the contrary by a Set of Wretches that 
would ſhelter theme] ves'under ſo Great a Name. 
Ic was the Pleaſure of the Mind; the noble and'im- 
mortal part of Mar, that the Philoſopher meant : 
And: he was mweh in the right ot'e, To grow 
Rich: by Corruptien', or to raiſe a Fortune by Bri: 
bery', is but at-beft' a Repenrance: dear bought : But 
to ſerve our Country from a publick and- ſelf-difin» 
terefted: Principle , carries with ic a noble” kind"-of 
Pleaſure, and the only ſort of Pride that's allow- 
able. | 
When Hbnour was the. Reward of Good and 
Great Actions, It was more conrted then, than 
Gold it ſelf is now : And a Trinmph or' a Statue 
was infinitely more valu'd at Rome, thar' all the 
Riches of the Eaſt. Among: our' ſelves there has 
been: found' the like* Spirit, At' the time” of the 
Spaniſh Invaſton'in 1588. moſt of the Noblemen 
and Gentlemen of England came chearfully in to 
ſerve Queen Elizabeth, and their Connrrey, againſt 
the Common Enemy 'of: both. A'certain Gentle- 
man came tothe Camp of” Tilbury with 300 men of 
his.own Tenants and Retitme, and-upon his own 

Charge. 
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Charge. Takiog leave of his Wife at home, 'He 
bid her be chearfal in his abſence, For he bop'd at 
bis return to make her a Lady; meaning he ſhould 
be Knighted for his Good Service. All he aim'd 
at for the Reward of his Zeal and Expence for his 
Countrey, was the honour of Knighthood ; a Mark 
of Favour in thoſe days granted but to few. 

[ have often regretted the hard fate of that great 
Reſtorer of Learning, the Lord Chancellor Bacon, 
who ſtands to all Ages an Illuſtrious Example of 
the Inſtabiliry of Human Greatneſs, and withal 
an inſtance of the Juſtice of this Nation in the 
Caſe,of Bribery. A great Man he was, and the 
Son: of . a great Father, and had atcain'd to the 
higheſt Dignity in the State. All this Greatneſs, 
and, all his Vaſt Accompliſhments were not able 
Peorect him from an Accuſation of Bribery ; 
and all that could be prov'd againſt him, was 
his allowing one of his Servans to accept a Preſent of a 
Suit: of. beaten Silver Buttons. For this fingle Faulc, 
was he thrown down from his Preferments to the 
loweſt Ebb of Fortune, and died in Obſcurity for want 
of the Neceſſaries of Life. 

-;Another great Man ſunk under a like fate ſome 
Years after,... Cranfield, Earl of Middleſex, Lord 
High-Treaſurer 'of England was arraign'd for Cor- 
ruption and Bribery. Neither the Treaſurer's Staff, 


nor 
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nor the many eminent Services he had done the 
Crown could ſecure him from a ſevere Sentence. 
Fle was declar'd in Parliament incapable of Publick 
Truſt , to loſe his Vote in the Houſe of Peers, to be 
committed to the Tower during Pleaſure, and fin'd in 
20000 |, For payment of which Fine , he was neceſſis 
tated to ſell a conſiderable Eftate at Chelſea. If ic 
were needful, I might run up to Ancient Times, 
and ſhow how ſeverely our Anceſtors were 
pleaſed to puniſh this Ignoble Crime. But be- 
ing it's undeniable, that We and all other Nati- 
ons have in all Ages of the World held' it in. the 
higheſt Dereſtation, I ſhall trouble you with no 
more. 

Perhaps you'll tell me, Thoſe who gave your 
late Sptaker the Gratuity mention'd in your Votes, 
were to blame. I think, No. If a man of that 
Sordid Prmciple will not do me Juſtice without 
Money, I know not why I may not give it him; 
rather than ſuffer by his Injuſtice. The Faulc 


| is none of mine: It's his, that would not do 


me reaſon without it. If one be unjuſtly pol- 
ſeſs'd of a Thouſand pounds of my Money, and 
I find that neicher Honour, Conſcience, nor Law, 
carr prevail with him to reftore it, | were want- 
ing to my ſelf if did not chuſe rather <o part with 
a hundred Pounds of it, than loſe it all. He 

E is 
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is 2 Knave for keeping my Money from me, but I 
am not in the blame to treat him as I would do a 
Robber on the Highway, give him a part to ſave the 
reſt. 

ke Canoniſts are nice enough in determining 
the particular Cares wherein it's blameable or 
lawful to give a Bribe or Gratuity , call it what 
you will. They all agree, That to give one in 
order to obtain an unjuſt ching , is a Crime both 
in the Giver and Receiver : But when one has 
to do with a Perſon that denies him a Matter, 


not only juſt in its ſelf, but which by his Place he . 


is obliged co grant, he that rakes a Gratuity for 
doing it, is highly guilty ; but he that gives it, is 
not only blameleſs; but has a right in Law to de- 
mand Refſticution of what he was neceſſitated to 
ive. 
, To come to the Caſe in hand. The Orphans 
Bill was one of the nobleſt and juſteſt that ever 
was brought within theſe Walls. So many delays, 
it ſeems, were found out from time to time, by 


the late Speaker, That the Managers for the City 


of London ſaw it was impoſiible to carry it through, 
without giving a Gratuity to that Gentleman tor 
it, They were neither to be Loſers nor Gainers 
themſelves, whatever way it went. They were 


only Truſtees for the City , and for the _—_—_ 
c 
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that muſt have periſh'd if ic did not paſs. In or- 
der to obtain then, an Ac fo Good and Charita- 
ble in its ſelf, and ſo much both for the Honour 
of the City of London, and for the eaſe of poor 
Orphans, they chus'd rather to make the Preſent 
requir'd, than by not doing it, loſe a general 
Good. 

I remember a Story that meets this Caſe. A 
Stoick Philoſopher had ſolicited D:onyſius the Ty- 
rant of Sicily, often and long for Juſtice in a cer- 
tain buſineſs. He was deiay'd from time co time. 
At laft the Philoſopher bechoughr himſelf of the 
only way to move the Tyrant to grant his Re- 
queſt. Fe comes to him one day, and proſtrating himſelf 
upon his Face before him, kiſſes his Feet, as his other 
Court-Flatterers usd to do. The Tyrant was ſo 
pleaſingly ſurpriz'd with this unwonted Submil- 
tion of the Storck, that he immediately granted 
the Boon he had fo often reftus'd before. The 
reſt of the Philoſophers of that Se& were out of 
Humour with their Friend for ſo baſe a Conde- 
ſcention, and accus'd> him of acting contrary to 
the Principles of their Philoſophy. You have no 
reaſon (an{wer'd he) to be offended with my Carriage, 
when you conſider the neceſſity of it. I hate the Tyrant 
and Tyranny as much as you do, but having a juſt Re- 
queſt to ask of him, 1 made my Application for ſeveral 

E 2 
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Years together in vain : Till finding that bus Pars were in 
his Feet inſtead of his Mead, 1 thought I could not be 
blam'd for applying to that part of him where he only could 
bear me. The Philoſopher was certaivly im the 
right. And ſince there are ſome men now-a-days 
that will not heara juit Requeſt, except one ſpeak 
to their Fiſts ; It's no tault to apply tochem in their 
own way, all others being ineffectual. 

| But what a hopeful Condition is a Nation im 
when it comes to this! Where Money without 
Merit will open the Doer, Fools and Knaves will 
be ſure to enter ſooner than Honelt Men : And he 
that pays his Money, will certainly take careto re- 
pay himſelf where he can, tho at the expence-of 
his Country. They have the ſame Plex for chear- 
ing the Publick, that a Conn/elor of the Chattlet ar 
Paris pleaded in Francis the Firſt's time. He was 
accus'd for Extortion, and exacting more thanhis 
Fees. His Defence was, T hat truly he had bought his 
Place ſo very dear, That unleſs he took the Methods he was 
charg'd with, tt was not poſſible for him to make up the 
Price he had given for it. However, It ſeems this 
Plea had nogreat weight with his Judges; For they 
Decreed bis Money ſhould be refunded to him, and he to 
pay it into the Hoſpital for the uſe of the Poor, and both 
the Buyer and Seller to be incapable of all publick Truſt 


for the future. 
But 
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But when all is done, Sir, We have this to. 
comfort. our {elves with, amidſt all theſe diſmal 
Reflections.,, That net only zhe Body of the Na- 
tion has juſt abhorreace for thoſe. Corrupt PraBices ; 
but chat in the Miniſtry, on the Bench, and in moſt 
Places of Truſt, there,are Men who by.their ,Exam- 
ple do all they-can to bring. Juſtice.and Honaur in- 
to requeſt, A Shrewsbury, a Pembroke, a Sammers, 
ora Holt, are not to be found in every Age; and 
the leſs eſteem we have for men that abuſe their 
Places, the morewe. ought to have for thoſe, who 
inſtead of inriching themſelves at all hands on the 
Publick Coft, make ic their aim to ſervetheir King, 
and It, to the beſt advantage of both. 

Shall the French Subjects in ſpight of all the hor- 
rid Invaſions made by that Monarch upon their 
Liberties, and of the innumerable Hardſhips and 
Miſeries his Ambition has brought-upon chem, 
continue yet to ferve him and their Country with 
an inviolable Fidelity : And ar the ſame time ſhall 
We fall ſhort, either in our Duty to a Prince that 
has reftor'd Us to our Liberties, or in our Love to 
a Country, that we can much more properly cal! 
Ours , than the French bave reaſon to call France 
Theirs, being their King is abſolute Maſter of all : 
Let us imitate our Enemies in what's noble and 


juſt ; and while our King does what's poſſible to 
raiſe 
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raiſe us to (atleaſt) an equal Level with them in 
point of War, Let/us not fall ſhort of them in 
thoſe Vertues that are abſolutely neceſſary to make 
a Peace when it comes, to be laſting and happy. 


I have done, when I have-told you, That this 
Letter is writ with the ſame freedom which you 
have always allow'd me ; And that I am, Intire- 


ly, 
SIR, 


Yours. 


